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For Courtney Smilth, Booker's Visual
and Performing Arts coordinator and
an alumna of the program, the new
facllity has personal significance. "This
schiool Is a hidden gem,” she says. "
hope this space becomes a beacon
that shows off cur accomiplishments
and reminds the cormmunity of the
importance of the arts and humaniiy.”

Encore Worthy

Booker High School's performing arts center is a beacon for creativity.

BO0OKER HIGH SCHOOL'S recently renovated perfomming arts center s a state-of-the-art facility designed to serve not only
the nearly 350 students in Booker's Visual and Performiing Arts miagnet program, but also the broader Sarasota comimuuniby.
The centermece s the main £06-seat theater, which now has updated audic—~asual imtegration, balcony seating and tered
orchesira levels. The faciity also includes a new black box theater that seats 125 and offers an iInimate setting for smaller-
scale perfomances. There's also an expanded public lobby that doubles as an art gallery and event space, as well as audio-
assistee technology, wheselchair Ifts and cutting-edge lighting and ngging eguipment. "its not just an auditonum,” s2ys
Booker principal Rachel Shelley, a drmang force bethind the project. "There's not a facility that can compare. This is a classroom,
and the kids now have what they deserve™ —EKIMINLEATTO

Beyond performances,
the new center

provides opportunities

for engagemeant amnd
education. “We hosted

a black-and-white

photo exhiblt where
students leamead to _
hang thelr work, create B
placards and curate

a professional space,”

says assistant principal
Greg Rumph. "It

milrmors what working
artists do.”

Architect Ekta Desal k=
a partner and design
lead at Schenkel Shultz,
which worked on the
128 millllon renosathon.
che credits Shelley’s
ambitious vislon for
allowing the firm to
think blg. “We wanted
this to go beyond
education and become
3 true cormmunilty
cpace,” says Desal The
design tearmn worked
with faculty, students
and alumnil to ensure
the space meets the
schools neads and
aspiratkons

OUY VIS\OW

The center honors the
legacy of Emma E.
Booker, a plonearing
Black educator whio

| !| mr 4

- - O . =
. ot b R o o
—-— . - 1 21 .
- LY o B ! - i =
. . = = . g

11 g PN became thie schools | ‘ ‘ '
1 A" ! - |t namesake. A new mural B | . | | J 3
- g | Sl PR Pt . . | | |l
N | = il — s e e 1 = = “We hope It Inspires the next generation,” says 1l
i | The upgraded facility Includes a dedicated costume Desal “Access to the ars s so Important, and this
chop with Industrial washers and dryers, a fitting Space opens 4oors for o many.” Smith says, “in
\ stage and expanded storage. The addition of mew Thve: fong) LewTm, | ermision This 2e 8 i, whether LS
§ dressing rooms ensures students have the space e PereT— students presenting their craft, hosting artist events
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- 5 - 3 2 incredible talent hera." &
presented logistical conflicts In the past.
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